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there are very few men of over fifty who have not
grown up believing in the women among whom they
lived as devoutly as they believed in God. There
might be vice in the highest or the lowest circles, but
for men at large it was a presence outside of their
homes. It may be the facts of society are still very
much the same, but there is a change of tone. The
reforms that are removing woman from the perpetual
tutelage of husbands and parents are unavoidably
constraining her to stand alone in many respects.
She is more at liberty to choose her own husband,
more free to refuse to marry, more able to shape out
an independent career, and has come to possess
nearly equal rights over property and over her
children. At the same time the old idea that the
woman's real function is to be wife and mother exists
almost in full force ; and the women who wish to
compete with men in politics, in the professions, in
trade, and to some extent in serious literature, still
find that they are kept back by public opinion,
though they are no longer restrained by legal diffi-
culties. The result seems to be a conflict of old and
new desires. On the one hand are the natural
instinct to use beauty and attractiveness in their
congenial sphere of conquest, and the practical feel-
ing that in this one domain the woman can draw
greater prizes in the lottery of life than the man.
In most cases the man who has risen to wealth or
eminence can look back upon laborious years, and
on times in which he despaired of achieving anything.
But a girl of eighteen may become the wife of a
duke, a millionaire, or the greatest statesman of the
day, by the mere accident of meeting him at a ball,
or sitting next him at dinner. Chances of this kind,